Bone marrow macrophages and megakaryocytes express common acute lymphoblastic leukaemia antigen.
Common acute lymphoblastic leukaemia antigen (CALLA) was demonstrated on a proportion of bone marrow macrophages and megakaryocytes. CALLA was detected by two monoclonal antibodies (J5 & BA3) in a three-layer immunoalkaline phosphatase system applied to routine air-dried bone marrow smears. The J5 staining was confirmed by an indirect immunofluorescent method and the CALLA was shown to be at the surface of the macrophages and megakaryocytes by an indirect immunogold technique. The findings are discussed in relation to the known tissue distribution of CALLA and to the clinical use of anti-CALLA antibodies for bone marrow purging.